mycin and iyomycin, the cytochemical actions of cyclophosphamide, hydroxyurea and other antimetabolites. There are reports on arterial infusion chemotherapy of malignant melanoma, intracranial tumours and gastrointestinal neoplasms. New Chemotherapeutic Drugs is concerned mainly with the new penicillins, semisynthetic rifamycins, new thiosemicarbazones, pyrimidine derivatives and nalidixic acid.
There are shorter sections on the chemotherapy of tropical diseases, and on chemoprophylaxis and chemotherapy by ionizing radiations.
The Chemotherapy of Autoimmune Diseases is chiefly devoted to the role of steroid hormones and of various antimetabolites in the treatment of autoimmune hemolytic anemia and thrombocytopenia, systemic lupus erythematosus, and the nephrotic syndromes.
The section on pharmacokinetics contains interesting studies with an analogue computer of complex pharmacokinetic models.
These extensive proceedings cannot be reviewed in detail. For the clinician and the microbiologist they are an invaluable guide to many aspects of current research into the control of infection and of neoplasia.
A G SPENCER The Encycloptedia of General Practice edited by G F Abercrombie VRD MA MD and R M S McConaghey MD Volume 5 -Poisoning to Skin ppxi+514 £45s London: Butterworths 1964 Four subjects in this volume are of particular importance to the general practitioner. The article on poisoning by Allan Birch is written in the same easy style as his book 'Emergencies in Medical Practice'. Because of his practical approach it supplies a need of the inexperienced practitioner for readily available information on a topic frequently altering and often difficult to remember.
Lindsey Batten has sound advice to give on the thorny problem of prognosis, which is an essential part of general practice. All doctors could read this article with advantage before starting clinical work.
A section on psychological medicine brings together a series of monographs on aspects of the subject met constantly by the family doctor. They are written from his point of view rather than from that of the psychiatrist; they are well worth reading by the young house officer and by the general practitioner.
A third of this volume is devoted to 'skin'. It is not clear why the information has been placed here rather than under 'dermatology', for which there is no entry. The articles are mostly concise, contain the more important detail on their problems and are full of small practical points useful to the general practitioner but difficult to find in textbooks.
T The text written in both French and English contains a succinct account of the minute morphology of the various lymph node cells as seen with the electron microscope. The authors' concept of the function, developmental capacity and interrelationship of these cells is a particularly stimulating feature.
In the second part of the book a wide selection of superbly reproduced electron micrographs of very high quality is presented. The captions are concise and together with the line drawings in the text make interpretation of the micrographs a
